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DECISIONS

March 29, 2010: Decision 2010-
018: Canadian Natural Resources 
Limited Applications for Wells and 
a Facility Cold Lake Field (Applica-
tions 1620316 and 1620317)

March 23, 2010: Decision 2010-
017: Baytex Energy Ltd - Section 40 
Review of Well Licence no. 0411497 
- Pembina Field (Proceeding: 
1624923) (Application 1614414)

March 23, 2010: Decision 2010-
016: Bowood Energy Ltd. - Sec-
tion 40 Review of Well Licence No. 
0413339 (Proceeding: 1630569) 
(Application: 1627809)

DIRECTIVES

April 1, 2010: Directive 065: 
Resources Applications for 
Conventional Oil and Gas Reservoirs

April 1, 2010: Directive 062: 
Coalbed Methane Control Well 
Requirements and Related Matters

BULLETINS

April 1, 2010: Bulletin 2010-12: 
Changes to Directive 065: Resources 
Applications for Conventional Oil 
and Gas Reservoirs and Directive 
062: Coalbed Methane Control Well 
Requirements and Related Matters

March 12, 2010: Bulletin 2010-11: 
Invitation for Feedback on Draft 
Revised Edition of Directive 071: 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Requirements for the 
Petroleum Industry

RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

new ERCB report fi nds that the 
Alberta energy industry is taking 

action to improve fuel gas effi  ciency, 
thereby lowering its greenhouse gas 
footprint while realizing cost savings.

 In April, the ERCB issued ST110-
2010: Alberta Fuel Gas Effi  ciency in 
the Upstream Gas and Conventional 
Oil Industry, which was a result 
of both feedback received from 
the energy industry’s largest fuel 
gas consumers as well as monthly 
production and fuel gas data from 
the Petroleum Registry of Alberta.

Fuel gas is used in the production, 
gathering, and processing of natural 
gas and conventional crude oil 
and currently accounts for 6.5 per 
cent of total raw gas production. 
Industry interest is high—the top 
15 companies all responded to an 
ERCB survey on fuel gas usage.

Th e quantity of fuel gas consumed 
by the upstream gas and conventional 
oil industry amounts to more than 
1 billion cubic feet per day, which 
is signifi cant both in terms of dollar 
value and greenhouse gas emissions. 
Given this, it is recognized that there 
is considerable value in improving 
fuel gas energy effi  ciency and the 
potential for fuel gas savings.

A 10 per cent savings in fuel gas use 
could mean savings of approximately 
100 million cubic feet per day 
(MMcfd), enough to heat more than 
300,000 homes. Work in the area 
of reducing fuel gas consumption 
will support and compliment other 
processes focused on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

ST110 was developed in response 
to a recommendation from the 
Fuel Gas Effi  ciency Committee, 
which is chaired by Alberta Energy 

and includes participation from 
other government departments, the 
Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers, the Gas Processing 
Association of Canada, and the 
Small Explorers and Producers 
Association of Canada. Th e report 
also acknowledges the eff orts of the 
Fuel Gas Benchmarking Committee 
for their input. 

Feedback from companies revealed 
that they are motivated to improve 
fuel gas effi  ciency for a number of 
reasons. Th ese include reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, lowering 
operating costs, enhancing corporate 
responsibility, as well as tracking, 
reviewing, and benchmarking 
fuel consumption.

Th e feedback also suggested that 
improved economics, either by 
higher commodity prices or through 
incentives and access to funding 
designed to improve effi  ciencies 
and/or develop new technology, 
would provide further motivation. 
Access to proven technology along 

with collaboration and sharing 
information on successes and 
competitor eff orts also leads to 
improvements to effi  ciencies.

In 2008, seven of 15 companies 
reported that more than $20 million 
was invested in fuel gas reduction 
projects, and 11 companies reported 
fuel gas savings of more 20 MMcfd. 
Six companies reported both capital 
investment and fuel gas savings, 
with about $20 million spent for 
5 MMcfd of fuel gas saved. 

Most companies noted successful 
projects in the areas of fuel gas 
venting, compression, engines, 
and consolidations and evaluations. 
Companies said they will continue 
investing in these areas. Most of the 
fuel savings reported was in the area 
of compression and engines. 

Most companies found the best 
management practices, which were 
developed by the Fuel Gas Effi  ciency 
Committee, to be a useful tool to 
complement company programs to 
reduce fuel gas use.

A

northeast of Fort McMurray. Th e 
site operates a single tailings pond 
with a current fl uid fi ne tailings 
inventory of 75 million cubic metres, 
which is scheduled to be returned 
to a traffi  cable surface in 2037. Th e 
company is in the design stage of a 
composite tailings plant at Aurora 
and plans to have this plant 

operational and in compliance with 
the directive in 2014. Syncrude 
currently utilizes composite tailings 
technology to convert fl uid tailings 
to a solid deposit. 

Th e Syncrude plans, as originally 
fi led on September 30, 2009, failed 
to fully meet ERCB requirements. 
Subsequent consultations between 

Syncrude and the ERCB led to 
signifi cant improvements to the 
company’s plans. Th e ERCB has 
imposed conditions on Syncrude’s 
approval that will enable it to 
meet and exceed Directive 074 
requirements by 2014. 

Syncrude has also proposed the 
addition of new technology to 

comply with Directive 074. To 
ensure its timely development, the 
ERCB requires that development 
and implementation milestones be 
adhered to, including a commercial 
demonstration plant for mature 
fi ne tailings centrifugation—which 
separates tailings to water, clay, and 
silt—be in operation by August 2012. 

Syncrude must also construct and 
start up a full-scale supplemental 
tailings plant by June 2015. 

ERCB staff  are reviewing tailings 
plans submitted by Albian Sands 
Energy Inc., Canadian Natural 
Resources Limited, Imperial Oil 
Resources Ventures Limited, Shell 
Canada Inc. and Suncor. Th e next 

tailings pond slated to be returned to 
a traffi  cable surface is Suncor’s Pond 
1, which is expected to be returned 
to a traffi  cable surface by the end of 
this year.

More information on the Fort Hills 
and Syncrude approvals can be found 
on the ERCB Web site at www.ercb.ca.

“For the fi rst time in Alberta history, we have certainty on how an 
oil sands tailings pond will be operated, when it will be returned to a 
traffi  cable surface, and what enforcement action can be taken if those 
targets are not met.”
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ERCB approves Fort Hills, 

Syncrude tailings pond plans
Energy regulator attaches 14 conditions to approvals

2010 CADE/CAODC 
DRILLING CONFERENCE

May 26, 2010 
Calgary
Telus Convention Centre

The Canadian Association of Drilling 
Engineers (CADE) and the Canadian 
Association of Oilwell Drilling Contrac-
tors (CAODC) is holding the 2010 Drilling 
Conference, with this year’s theme 
“Innovative Solutions for Unconventional 
Challenges”. The conference is designed 
to share practical experiences, knowl-
edge, and ideas on the latest industry 
trends and challenges.

For more information email 
info@caodc.ca. The Web site 
is www.drillingconference.ca.

This event is not sponsored by or 
affi liated with the ERCB.

FOLLOW THE ERCB 
ELECTRONICALLY

You can receive ERCB daily fi les, 
news releases, bulletins, directives, 
and announcements right to your 
desktop using RSS. The ERCB 
can also be found on Twitter at 
twitter.com/ERCB_AB.

Visit www.ercb.ca and click on the RSS 
and Twitter icons for more information on 
both of these options.

Across the Board is published by the Energy

Resources Conservation Board (ERCB). Information in 

this publication may be reproduced or quoted

without permission as long as the ERCB is credited.

Contact Across the Board
Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard@ercb.

ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to 

update your subscription contact information. All issues 

are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Please send your comments and suggestions to

<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)

E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4

Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)

Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices@ercb.ca>

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

ERCB Core Research Centre (CRC)
cores, cuttings, and tour reports
3545 Research Way NW

Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y7

Telephone: 403-297-6400

Fax: 403-297-5982

E-mail: crc.servicedesk@ercb.ca

Questions, complaints, problems?
For information or complaints about new or existing oil 

and gas developments and facilities, we recommend 

contacting the operating company fi rst. If the company 

does not respond appropriately, you may contact the 

nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)

Bonnyville 780-826-5352*

Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*

Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*

High Level 780-926-5399*

Medicine Hat 403-527-3385*

Midnapore 403-297-8303*

Red Deer 403-340-5454*

St. Albert 780-460-3800*

Wainwright 780-842-7570*

Fort McMurray Offi ce
Offi ce: 780-743-7214*

24-hour emergency: 780-881-1283*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000 

and enter the phone number, including area code, or 

press zero for a RITE operator.

Across the Board Advisory Committee
Bob Curran, Tristan Goodman, Robin King,

Cal Hill, Davis Sheremata, Barbara Kapel Holden

Editor: John Ludwick

ABOUT THE ERCB

The Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (ERCB) is an independent,
quasi-judicial agency of the Government 
of Alberta. We regulate the safe,
responsible, and effi cient development 
of Alberta’s energy resources: oil, natural 
gas, oil sands, coal, and pipelines. 

UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1613402 Pengrowth Corporation Application for an electric wellhead booster
compressor (1.5% H2S), Harmattan East Field

Hearing Date: May 13 – 14, Didsbury Memorial Complex & Aquatic Centre,
1702–21 Avenue, Didsbury AB

1551460 Total E&P Canada Ltd. Application for a bitumen upgader and
associated infrastructure, Strathcona County

Hearing Date: Jun 1 – 11, Lakeview Inn & Suites, 10115–88 Avenue, Fort Saskatchewan AB

1616349 Williams Energy Canada Inc. Application to construct a pipeline to transport
HVP product (0.025% H2S) from Williams’
Liquids extraction plant to Williams’ Redwater
Olefi ns fractionation plant

Hearing Date: Jun 8 – 11, Coast Edmonton East Hotel, 2100 Premier Way, Sherwood Park AB

1623169 West Energy Ltd. Application for an oil well (21.15% H2S), 
Pembina Field

Hearing Date: Jun 22 – 25, Lakeview Inn & Suites, 4302–50th Street, Drayton Valley AB

1614815  1614818 Pembina Pipeline Corp. Applications for two LVP pipelines (0% H2S)

Hearing Date: Jul 6 – 9, Sawridge Inn & Conference Centre, 1200 Main Street South, Slave Lake AB

he ERCB in April granted 
conditional approval to the Fort 

Hills Oil Sands Project and Syncrude 
for plans to construct, use, and close 
fl uid tailings ponds under Directive 
074: Tailings Performance Criteria 
and Requirements for Oil Sands 
Mining Schemes. 

Th e two tailings plans are the fi rst of 
six submitted by oil sands operators 
last September that the ERCB has 
rendered decisions on. 

Fort Hills—operated by Suncor 
Energy and whose partners include 
UTS Energy, Teck Limited, and Fort 
Hills Energy Corporation—intends 
to operate a 322-million-cubic-
metre-capacity tailings pond for 
approximately 22 years, with a 
plan to dry tailings to a traffi  cable 
(solid) surface, in compliance with 
Directive 074. Th e ERCB imposed 
two conditions focusing on technology 
testing and tailings management in its 
approval of the Fort Hills tailings plan. 
Located 90 kilometres (km) north of 
Fort McMurray, the project is in a 
pre-construction phase.

Under Directive 074,  operators must 
prepare tailings plans and report on 
tailings ponds annually, reduce fl uid 

tailings through fi nes captured in 
dedicated disposal areas, and convert 
fi nes into traffi  cable deposits, which 
are ready for reclamation fi ve years 
after deposits have ceased.

“Directive 074 is all about getting 
tailings ponds ready for reclamation 
and restored to a hard surface,” said 
ERCB Chairman Dan McFadyen. 
“For the fi rst time in Alberta history, 
we have certainty on how an oil sands 
tailings pond will be operated, when it 
will be returned to a traffi  cable surface, 
and what enforcement action can be 
taken if those targets are not met.”

Meanwhile, the ERCB placed 
six conditions on its approval for 
Syncrude’s Mildred Lake site, 
located about 40 km northwest of 
Fort McMurray. Th e site currently 
deposits tailings in fi ve tailings areas. 
Th ese areas have a fl uid fi ne tailings 
inventory of 430 million cubic metres 
and are scheduled to be returned to 
a traffi  cable surface in 2016, 2020 
and 2023, with the Mildred Lake 
Settling Basin scheduled for return 
to a traffi  cable surface in 2060. 

Th e ERCB also placed six conditions 
on its approval for Syncrude’s Aurora 
North site, located about 80 km 

April 2010

PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1520388  1513051 
1517148  1520922 
1517151  1517168 
1517170  1517176 
1517160  1520923 
1512822  1574414 
1574409  1574366

Petro-Canada Sullivan Sour Gas Development Project - 
applications for a facility (15% H2S), 11 gas wells 
and 14 pipeline segments, Sullivan Creek Area

1614134  1614144 
1614145  1614198 
1614210  1617916 
1617921  1617944 
1618008  1618012

Shell Canada Ltd. Application for multiple well, pipeline and facility 
licences for the Shell Waterton 68 Project & 
Castle River Project (35% H2S), Waterton Field

(continued on page 2)
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