





ERCB amends well spacing requirements (continued from page 1)

densities are often needed to fully
recover the oil and gas. DE No. 1
runs diagonally along the Foothills,
beginning in the Peace Region

and terminating west of Red Deer.
DE No. 2 is extends south from
Edmonton to around Nanton in
southern Alberta.

New target areas in the DEs have
also been set. Wells drilled on target
prior to the effective date, which
under the new rules could now

be considered off target, will not

be subject to penalties, unless the
ERCB otherwise directs.

Under the Energy Resources
Conservation Act, the ERCB cannot
consider surface well sites or other
infrastructure as part of a well
spacing application. Objections
triggered by the notification of
surface landowners generally involve
concerns related to impacts of
additional surface infrastructure and
activity. These objections are relevant

to decisions made during the
development of this infrastructure
and are best addressed at the time
applications are made for wells,
pipelines, and other surface facilities.

With increased use of directional,
horizontal, and pad drilling to
increase well density in tight
reservoirs, in many cases there is no
direct correlation between reservoir
drainage points and surface well sites
directly above.

The ERCB also notes that companies
don’t always apply to drill a well
after being granted higher density
well spacing.

Notification for surface
developments is comprehensive
and continues to be a regulatory
requirement providing landowners
an opportunity to express any
concerns with these developments
that may impact them.

Other key benefits that arise from
new well spacing requirements
include:

* A reduced need for special well
spacing applications that are often
repetitive and pose little conserva-
tion/equity risk, which in turn
helps increase efficiencies and

reduce costs for both the ERCB
and industry

¢ Increased resource conservation
from using higher well densities

* A more consistent regulatory
approach across the DEs

The changes to landowner
notification went into effect

on February 4, 2010, although
notification currently under

way must be completed and any
objections addressed. Likewise,
objections to spacing applications
already filed with the ERCB must
also be dealt with. In the meantime,
the changes to well density and
target areas within DE 1 and DE 2
will be effective on April 1, 2010.

Feeling Olympic heat: three from ERCB carry the torch

nly a relative handful of

Canadians had the honour
of bearing the Olympic torch, so
when three come from the same
organization, you could say it’s
something else. A trio of ERCB
employees—Clive Smith (far left)
Matt Jordan (middle), Karen Priest
(right)—were fortunate enough to be
among the chosen few.

Priest carried the torch in Coaldale
on January 17, Jordan in High River
on January 18, and Smith in
Revelstoke, British Columbia,

on January 27.



UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No.

1598361
1599690

1599688

Hearing Date:

Applicant
Standard Energy Inc.

Hearing Purpose
Applications for a multiwell pad with two gas
wells (2.3%) and a gas pipeline (0.8% H,S),
Grande Prairie Field

Mar 4 — 5, Holiday Inn & Suites, 9816—107 Street, Grande Prairie, AB

1609853
1622441

1609729

Hearing Date:

Husky Operations Ltd.

Applications for a gas well (0% H,S), a gas
pipeline (0% H,S) and a facility, Stewart Field

Mar 11 — 12, Royal Canadian Legion, 5241-46 Street, Olds, AB

1623557

Hearing Date:

West Energy Ltd.

Application to drill a directional crude oil well
(21.2% H,S), Pembina Field

Mar 17 — 19, Causeway Bay Westwinds, 4225-50 Street, Drayton Valley, AB

1624923

Hearing Date:

Baytex Energy Ltd.

Section 40 review and suspension request for a
crude oil well (30% H,S), Pembina Field

Mar 24 — 25, ERCB Office, Govier Hall, Calgary, AB

1632087
1577877

1577870

Hearing Date:

Grizzly Resources Ltd.

Review under Sections 39 and 40 of two oil
wells (16% H,S), Pembina Field

Apr 13 — 16, Causeway Bay Westwind Hotel, 4225-50 Street, Drayton Valley, AB

1613402

Hearing Date:

Pengrowth Corporation

Application for an electric wellhead booster
compressor (1.5% H,S), Harmattan East Field

Apr 21 — 22, Didsbury Memorial Complex & Aquatic Centre, 1702-21 Avenue,

Didsbury, AB

PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No.

Applicant

Hearing Purpose

1607112 Sirius Energy Inc. Application for a gas well (1% H5S),
Crossfield East Field
1621054 New North Resources Ltd. Section 39 Review of Common Carrier Order No.
Misc. 2009-27, Knopcik Field
1520388 1513051 Petro-Canada Sullivan Sour Gas Development Project -
1517148 1520922 applications for a facility (15%H5S), 11 gas wells
1517151 1517168 and 14 pipeline segments, Sullivan Creek Area
1517170 1517176
1517160 1520923
1512822 1574414
1574409 1574366
1614134 1614144 Shell Canada Ltd. Application for multiple well, pipeline and facility
1614145 1614198 licences for the Shell Waterton 68 Project &
1614210 1617916 Castle River Project (35% H,S), Waterton Field
1617921 1617944
1618008 1618012
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Contact Across the Board

Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard @ercb.
ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to
update your subscription contact information. All issues
are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Please send your comments and suggestions to
<acrosstheboard @ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)
E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor
Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4
Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)
Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices @ercb.ca>

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

ERCB Core Research Centre (CRC)
cores, cuttings, and tour reports
3545 Research Way NW

Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y7

Telephone: 403-297-6400

Fax: 403-297-5982

E-mail: crc.servicedesk @ercb.ca

Questions, complaints, problems?

For information or complaints about new or existing oil
and gas developments and facilities, we recommend
contacting the operating company first. If the company
does not respond appropriately, you may contact the
nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)
Bonnyville 780-826-5352*
Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*
Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*
High Level 780-926-5399*
Medicine Hat  403-527-3385*
Midnapore 403-297-8303*
Red Deer 403-340-5454*
St. Albert 780-460-3800*
Wainwright 780-842-7570*

Fort McMurray Office
Office: 780-743-7214*
24-hour emergency: 780-881-1283*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000
and enter the phone number, including area code, or
press zero for a RITE operator.
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