


and demand for Alberta’s diverse 
energy resources: bitumen, crude oil, 
natural gas, natural gas liquids, coal, 
and sulphur. It includes estimates of 
reserves at December 31, 2008, and 
a 10-year supply/demand forecast 
for each resource. A supply/demand 
forecast of electricity in Alberta is 
also provided. Th e report includes 
historical data for energy resources 
production. 

Alberta’s remaining established 
reserves of conventional oil are 
estimated to be 233 million m3 (1.5 
billion barrels), a 3 per cent decrease 
from 2007. Th is decline is consistent 
with the trend over previous years. 

In 2008, companies added 20.6 
million m3 (130 million barrels) of 
conventional oil reserves through 

drilling, replacing 77 per cent of 
production for 2008. Th e ERCB 
estimates the remaining ultimate 
potential of conventional oil at 590 
million m3 (3.7 billion barrels).

Last year, Alberta produced 79 900 
m3 (502 800 barrels) per day of 
conventional oil. 

Th e report also reveals that Alberta’s 
remaining established reserves of 
natural gas stood at 1098 billion m3 
(39 trillion cubic feet) at the fi eld gate 
as of December 31, 2008. Reserves 
from new drilling replaced 81 per cent 
of production in 2008, compared to 
78 per cent replacement in 2007.

Several major factors have an impact 
on natural gas production, including 
natural gas prices, drilling activity, the 

accessibility of Alberta’s remaining 
reserves, and the performance 
characteristics of wells. Alberta 
produced 364 million m3 (12.9 billion 
cubic feet) per day of marketable 
natural gas in 2008, of which 22 
million m3 (767 million cubic feet) 
per day was coalbed methane.

Meanwhile, Alberta’s remaining 
established coal reserves are estimated 
at about 34 billion tonnes (37 billion 
tons), while 2008 production totalled 
38 million tonnes (42 million tons).

DECISIONS

June 16, 2009: Decision 2009-038: 
EnCana Corporation, Sabretooth 
Energy Ltd., Applications for Spe-
cial Gas Well Spacing, Pouce Coupe 
South and Gordondale Fields Appli-
cations No. 1580450 and 1595227 

May 27, 2009: Decision 2009-036: 
Burlington Resources Canada (Hunter) 
Ltd. Application for a Pipeline 
Licence Elmworth Field

BULLETINS

June 10, 2009: Bulletin 2009-19: 
Revisions to the Digital Data Sub-
mission System Regarding Interim 
Directive 2003-01 and Directive 013: 
Suspension Requirements for Wells 

NEWS RELEASES

June 22, 2009: News Release 2009-
06-22 (NR 2009-18): ERCB investi-
gating Shell Waterton incident

June 18, 2009: News Release 2009-
06-18 (NR 2009-17): ERCB Releases 
Investigation Report into Harvest 
Energy Spill

June 15, 2009: News Release 2009-
06-15 (NR 2009-16): ERCB Investi-
gating Sweet Gas Plant Tank Release

June 10, 2009: News Release 2009-
06-10 (NR 2009-15): Alberta’s 
Bitumen Production Forecast to 
Continue to Grow

June 8, 2009: News Release 2009-
06-08 (NR 2009-14): ERCB Inves-
tigating Low-Level Sour Gas Release 
Near Crossfi eld 

May 28, 2009: News Release 2009-
05-28 (NR 2009-13): ERCB Public 
Safety Report: Record Number of 
Inspections, Compliance Rises, 
Blowouts Down, Record Sulphur 
Recovery in Alberta 

May 25, 2009: News Release 2009-
05-25 (NR 2009-12): ERCB inves-
tigating sweet gas release near Rocky 
Mountain House

RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

n June 6, a group of ERCB 
employees, family members, 

and friends traveled west of Calgary 
to the Sibbald Flats area to honour 
noted Alberta environmentalist, 
Martha Kostuch. 

Accompanied by ERCB Chairman 
Dan McFadyen, the 32 volunteers 
braved the snowy day to plant 
over 700 pine seedlings. Before 
she died last year, Kostuch had 
challenged Albertans to do more for 
the environment—a challenge the 
ERCB met through the special day 

of tree planting, dubbed “Martha’s 
Challenge.” 

Th e ERCB and Kostuch had a long 
history of working together, ties that 
helped strengthen Alberta’s already 
robust energy regulatory system.

A former veterinarian from the 
Rocky Mountain House area, 
Kostuch played a key part in driving 
the adoption of new fl aring and 
venting regulations, resulting in 
Directive 060: Upstream Petroleum 
Industry Flaring, Incinerating, and 

Venting. Th e directive was pivotal 
in helping Alberta become a world 
leader in this area. Kostuch was also 
a member of the advisory group that 
provided recommendations used 
for the current sulphur recovery 
guidelines, ID 2001-03: Sulphur 
Recovery Guidelines for the Province 
of Alberta. 

Kostuch’s environmental involvement 
included air, land, water, and wildlife 
issues.
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ERCB plants trees to pay tribute to Martha Kostuch

Martha’s Challenge: ERCB 
Chairman Dan McFadyen (right) 
and Cal Hill, Executive Manager 
of Regulatory Development (top), 
were among the 32 volunteers 
to brave the snow to plant pine 
seedlings in honour of Alberta 
environmentalist Martha Kostuch.
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COMING IN JULY: 
YEAR IN REVIEW, 
WEB EDITION

The ERCB will soon be launching a 

dedicated Web site for the 2008 Year in 

Review, an annual report that provides 
Albertans with information on what the 
ERCB did in 2008 and offers an overview 
of activity in Alberta’s energy sector. 

This is the fi rst time the ERCB is offering 
an on-line edition of the Year in Review. 
It is being developed to give Albertans 
greater accessibility to the report, reduce 
paper use, and lower costs associated 
with printing and distribution. The entire 
document and/or individual sections can 
be easily printed or downloaded.

The Year in Review will be up and run-
ning in July. We invite you take a look.

yearinreview.ercb.ca.

SEE YOU IN 
SEPTEMBER

Across the Board is taking a break in 
July and August, but will begin publishing 
again in September.

Across the Board is published by the Energy

Resources Conservation Board (ERCB). Information in 

this publication may be reproduced or quoted

without permission as long as the ERCB is credited.

Contact Across the Board
Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard@ercb.

ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to 

update your subscription contact information. All issues 

are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Please send your comments and suggestions to

<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)

E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4

Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)

Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices@ercb.ca>

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

ERCB Core Research Centre (CRC)
cores, cuttings, and tour reports
3545 Research Way NW

Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y7

Telephone: 403-297-6400

Fax: 403-297-5982

E-mail: crc.servicedesk@ercb.ca

Questions, complaints, problems?
For information or complaints about new or existing oil 

and gas developments and facilities, we recommend 

contacting the operating company fi rst. If the company 

does not respond appropriately, you may contact the 

nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)

Bonnyville 780-826-5352*

Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*

Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*

Fort McMurray 780-743-7214*

High Level 780-926-5399*

Medicine Hat 403-527-3385*

Midnapore 403-297-8303*

Red Deer 403-340-5454*

St. Albert 780-460-3800*

Wainwright 780-842-7570*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000 

and enter the phone number, including area code, or 

press zero for a RITE operator.

Across the Board Advisory Committee
Bob Curran, Tristan Goodman, Robin King,

Cal Hill, Davis Sheremata, Barbara Kapel Holden

Editor: John Ludwick

ABOUT THE ERCB

The Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (ERCB) is an independent,
quasi-judicial agency of the Government 
of Alberta. We regulate the safe,
responsible, and effi cient development 
of Alberta’s energy resources: oil, natural 
gas, oil sands, coal, and pipelines. 

UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1580026 Standard Energy Inc. Application for two oil wells at an existing pad
site (0% H2S), Grande Prairie Field

Hearing Date: July 9 – 10, Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 9816 107 Street, Grande Prairie, AB

1607608 Dalhousie Oil Company Ltd. Section 40 Review & Suspension of 
Abandonment Costs Order (ACO) 2008-1 and of 
Filing as a Judgement, Turner Valley Field

Hearing Date: July 21 – 22, ERCB Offi ce Calgary, Govier Hall

1590547 Air Products Canada Ltd. Application for two licences to construct and
operate four pipeline segments to transport
hydrogen gas (0% H2S), Redwater and 
Fort Saskatchewan Fields

Hearing Date: Aug 6 – 21, Lakeview Inns & Suites, 10115 88th Avenue, Fort Saskatchewan, AB

1603186 Breaker Energy Ltd. Application for a gas pipeline (0% H2S), 
Provost Area

Hearing Date: Aug 11 – 12, Consort Community Centre, 4604 50 Avenue, Consort, AB

1576227  1578104 Sword Energy Inc. Applications for a gas well and pipeline to 
transport natural gas (0% H2S),
Mellowdale Field

Hearing Date: Aug 18 – 20, Barrhead Neighborhood Inn, Highway 33 & 61 Avenue, Barrhead, AB

1513367  1574425 Trilogy Blue Mountain Ltd. Applications for a gas well (0.11% H2S) and a
pipeline to transport natural gas, Pembina Field

Hearing Date: Sept 1 – 2, Lakedell AG Society Hall, Lakedell Road, Westerose, AB

lberta remains on pace to 
signifi cantly increase bitumen 

production over the next 10 years, 
the ERCB reports.

In the recently released ST98-2009: 
Alberta’s Energy Reserves 2008 and 
Supply/Demand Outlook 2009-2018, 
the ERCB forecasts that Alberta raw 
bitumen production will rise to 
470 000 cubic metres (m3) (3 million 
barrels) per day by 2018, based on 
announced expansions of existing 
projects and commencement of new 
projects. In 2008, bitumen production 

averaged 208 220 m3 (1.31 million 
barrels) per day.

Based on newly available geological 
data and analysis, the ERCB increased 
its estimate of the remaining established 
reserves under active mineable 
development from 2.91 billion m3 
(18.3 billion barrels) to 3.74 billion m3 
(23.4 billion barrels). 

Th e annual report draws upon the 
ERCB’s own geological and technical 
analysis and is a source of information 
on the state of reserves and the supply 
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PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1523329 Nexxtep Resources Ltd. Application to redesignate the Lower Mannville C 
pool as the Jurassic Rock Creek Member,
Wilson Creek

1508544  1508545 
1508546  1508547

Encana Corporation Application for fi ve gas wells (0% H2S),
Suffi eld Field

1605973 Bonavista Petroleum Ltd. Application to establish a holding for the 
production of gas, Willesden Green Field

1576494 Bonus Energy Ltd. Application for a gas well (0% H2S),
Greencourt Field

(continued on page 2)

ERCB foresees surge in bitumen

production over next decade




