


RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

DEcISsIONS

May 26, 2009: Decision 2009-036:
Burlington Resources Canada (Hunt-
er) Ltd. Application for a Pipeline
Licence Elmworth Field

May 12, 2009: Decision 2009-037:
OMERS Energy Inc. Section 39 Re-
view of Well Licences No. 0336235

and No. 0392996 Warwick Field

May 12, 2009: Decision 2009-035:
Wilderness Energy Corp. Application
for a Well Licence Glenevis Field

May 5, 2009: Decision 2009-034:
Masters Energy Inc. Application for a
Well Licence Normandville Field

BULLETINS

May 21, 2009: Bulletin 2009-18
Clarification for the July 1, 2009,
Annual Dehydrator Benzene Inven-
tory List Submission of 2008 Oper-
ating Year Information

May 14, 2009: Bulletin 2009-17
Invitation for Feedback—Draft
Directive XXX: Operator Declaration
Regarding Measurement and Reporting
Requirements

May 4, 2009: Bulletin 2009-16
ST39 and 43: Alberta Mineable Oil
Sands Plant Statistics Monthly and
Annual Now Available on ERCB Web
Site for Download at No Charge

DIRECTIVES

May 14: Draft Directive XXX:
Operator Declaration Regarding
Measurement and Reporting
Requirements (Released for
consultation)

The ERCB seeks feedback on draft directive

The ERCB is seeking stakeholder
feedback on the draft directive
Operator Declaration Regarding
Measurement and Reporting
Requirements, which implements the

Enhanced Production Audit Program
(EPAP).

Last October, the ERCB announced
proposed changes to the process

for auditing the efforts of operators
to meet ERCB measurement

and reporting requirements. A
working group of technical industry
participants was assembled to provide
input to the development of EPAP.

This new compliance audit program
will provide assurance that the

ERCB is continuing to achieve its
compliance mandate through the
following key components:

* operator evaluations of controls
leading to continuous improve-
ment in their processes;

* operator declarations regarding
their processes to ensure compli-
ance;

® an extensive compliance assess-
ment process;

* a process for escalating attention
paid to operators and requirements
placed upon them, including con-
ducting controls-based and sub-
stantive audits; and connection to
Directive 019: ERCB Compliance

Assumnce—Enfbrcemmt.

The draft directive, along with a
survey, is available on the ERCB
Web site www.ercb.ca under Industry
Zone : Rules, Regulations, and
Requirements : Directives.

The ERCB asks that feedback be
provided electronically using the
survey, and that it be submitted by
June 15, 2009.



Inspections up, sulphur emissions down in 2008: ERCB report (continued from page 1)

Operating from 9 ERCB field centres
throughout Alberta, each year the
ERCB inspects a portion of the

more than 163 000 operated wells,
22 358 oil batteries and associated
satellites, 797 gas plants, 14 764 gas
batteries, 4613 compressor stations,
and the 412 555 kilometre (km)
pipeline network operated by energy
companies in Alberta.

Meanwhile, the percentage of High
Risk noncompliances fell to 2 per cent
in 2008 from 2.5 per cent in 2007,
due in part to field staff focusing

on operator awareness sessions

across Alberta to increase industry’s
awareness and understanding of
ERCB requirements.

In 2008, 29 blowouts occurred from
a total of 244 000 nonabandoned
wells. This works out to about 0.12
blowouts per 1000 nonabandoned
wells.

The pipeline failure rate was 2.1 per
1000 km of pipeline in 2008, a record
low and a substantial improvement
over the 1988 benchmark of 5 per
1000 km. ERCB staff will continue

to carry out additional inspections

on pipeline construction in 2009

to educate licensees and identify
noncompliant items.

Sulphur recovery efhiciencies at gas
plants recovering saleable sulphur
reached 99.1 per cent last year.
Opverall, sulphur emissions have fallen
by 49 per cent since 2000, from

78 000 to 39 500 tonnes.

In 2008, 1461 spills were reported

to the ERCB, a decrease from 1508
in 2007. In 2008, more than 75 per
cent of all spills were low volume and

were contained on lease. In 2009,
ERCB field staff will continue to work
with industry to improve operating
practices through increased staff
training, equipment monitoring, and
reviewing of corrosion mitigation
programs.

In addition, the number of public
complaints decreased by 5 per cent
from 2007. As some complaints
identified more than one issue, the
ERCB recorded 891 issues associated
with 744 complaints. Responding

to and effectively addressing these
concerns remains a top priority for

the ERCB.

Community and Aboriginal Relations
(CAR) staff engaged 167 key
stakeholders in 2008 to discuss the
ERCB’s roles and responsibilities. In
addition, CAR gave 172 presentations
to communities, industry, and
government and staff attended 209

synergy group meetings. The ERCB
strongly endorses this effective

and cooperative approach, and in
2008 CAR staff contributed to

the formation of 9 new synergy
groups. Staff also participated in 47
community/industry open houses in
2008. Such forums allow the ERCB
to interact with all stakeholders.

Also in 2008, the ERCB created the
Field Incident Response Support
Team (FIRST) to lead the ERCB

in preparing for and responding to
significant oil and gas emergency
events. The team assists ERCB field
centres in the event of a complex oil
and gas emergency. FIRST’s goals for
2009 include streamlining internal
reporting and communication
protocols and developing better
systems to communicate with the
ERCB’s Government of Alberta
emergency response partners, among
other initiatives.
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UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No.

1580450 1595227

Hearing Date:

Applicant

EnCana Corporation & Sabretooth

Hearing Purpose

Application for a special gas well spacing,
Pouce Coupe South Field

June 9 — 10, ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

1601651

Hearing Date:

CrossAlta Gas Storage & Services

Ltd.

Request for a shut in of wells in BQ A Pool,
Crossfield East Field

June 16 — 19, ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

1595760

Hearing Date:

Anderson Energy Ltd.

Application for a natural gas pipeline (0% H,S),
Sylvan Lake Field

June 18 — 19, Capri Hotel Trade & Conference Centre, 3310 50th Ave, Red Deer, AB

1605973

Hearing Date:

Bonavista Petroleum Ltd.

Application to establish a holding for the
production of gas Willesden Green Field

June 22 — 23, ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

1569724 1612056

Hearing Date:

Newalta Corporation

Applications for a pipeline to transport oil
effluent and a single well oil battery (0% H,S),
Redwater Field

June 30, Provident Place, 4944 53 Street, Redwater, AB

1580026

Hearing Date:

Standard Energy Inc.

Application for two oil wells at an existing pad
site (0% H,S), Grande Prairie Field

July 10 — 11, ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No.

Applicant

Hearing Purpose

1516336 Burlington Resources Application for a pipeline to transport natural gas
Canada (0% H,S), Bonanza Area
1523329 Nexxtep Resources Ltd. Application to redesignate the Lower Mannville C

pool as the Jurassic Rock Creek Member, Wilson
Creek

Across the Board is published by the Energy
Resources Conservation Board (ERCB). Information in
this publication may be reproduced or quoted

without permission as long as the ERCB is credited.

Across the Board subscriptions

Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard @ercb.
ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to
update your subscription contact information. All issues
are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Tell us how we’re doing
Please send your comments and suggestions to
<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)
E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor
Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4
Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)
Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices @ ercb.ca>
ERCB Web site: <www.ercb.ca>

Information Services sales and pickup counter service
is open weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Phone
orders may be placed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Please note that most documents may be viewed at
Information Services or on our Web site for free, but
there are fees for a paper copy of many publications.

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
Information Sales

4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

Questions, complaints, problems?

For information or complaints about new or existing oil
and gas developments and facilities, we recommend
contacting the operating company first. If the company
does not respond appropriately, you may contact the
nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)
Bonnyville 780-826-5352*
Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*
Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*
Fort McMurray 780-743-7214*
High Level 780-926-5399*
Medicine Hat  403-527-3385*
Midnapore 403-297-8303*
Red Deer 403-340-5454*
St. Albert 780-460-3800*
Wainwright 780-842-7570*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000
and enter the phone number, including area code, or
press zero for a RITE operator.

Across the Board Advisory Committee
Bob Curran, Tristan Goodman, Robin King,

Cal Hill, Davis Sheremata, Barbara Kapel Holden
Editor: John Ludwick



