




he University of Victoria’s 
School of Public Administration 

has established the Jack Ebbels 
Memorial Scholarship, a graduate 
award in natural resource manage-
ment in memory of the former 
ERCB Board Member, who
passed away in late February.

“Many students in our Masters of 
Public Administration and Masters 
of Arts in Dispute Resolution programs 
obtain co-op placements in the 
natural resource management sector 
and later move into careers in this 
area,” said Herman Bakvis, acting 
director of UVic’s School of Public 
Administration. “Th is scholarship 
will help to draw students to this 
important sector and Jack’s legacy 
will live on in the opportunities 
this scholarship will off er.”

Contributions from the ERCB, the 
Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers, numerous energy and 

pipeline companies, and private 
donors—including Ebbels family 
and friends—have helped establish 
an endowment of more than $125,000, 
with the fi rst award to be presented 
to a UVic student this fall.

Ebbels joined the ERCB in April 
2008. Prior to that he served in the 
B.C. public service for over 25 years. 
He was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee 
Medal in 2002 for his outstanding 
contribution to the public service. 

A few of Ebbels high-profi le 
accomplishments included leading 
negotiations that resulted in the 
development of British Columbia’s 
Whistler ski resort, Pacifi c Rim 
and South Moresby National Parks, 
as well as negotiating the historic 
Nisga’a land claim agreement on 
the province’s west coast.

For more information regarding 
donations, contact Lynne Milnes at 
250-472-5031 or lmilnes@uvic.ca.

New directive on pipelines consolidates several ERCB docs

ERCB playing a part in energy literacy

DECISIONS

May 18, 2010: Decision 2010-021: 
Shell Canada Limited Prehear-
ing Meeting Applications for Well 
Licences and Associated Pipeline and 
Facility Licences, Waterton Field 

May 18, 2010: Decision 2010-019: 
Dalhousie Oil Company Limited 
Section 40 Review of Abandon-
ment Cost Order No. ACO 2008-1, 
Turner Valley Field

May 17, 2010: Decision 2010-020: 
Bellamont Exploration Ltd. 
Applications for Two Wells and 
Two Pipelines, Grande Prairie Field

DIRECTIVES

May 21, 2010: Draft Directive 019: 
Pipelines-Requirements and
Reference Tools  

May 19, 2010: Directive 077:
ERCB Pipelines-Requirements
and Reference Tools 

BULLETINS

May 19, 2010: Bulletin 2010-15: 
Draft Directive 019: ERCB
Compliance Assurance-Enforcement  

May 21, 2010: Bulletin 2010-14: 
Directive 077: Pipelines-Require-
ments and Reference Tools Issued

May 18, 2010: Bulletin 2010-13: 
Release of Review of Commingling 
from the Ardley Coal Zone in Devel-
opment Entity No. 1

RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

he ERCB has issued Directive 
077: Pipelines—Requirements 

and Reference Tools, which 
amalgamates previous ERCB 
directives, informational letters 
(ILs), interpretive documents, and 
reference tools related to pipelines 
into one publication.

Th e directive is eff ective June 15, 
2010, and will be incorporated by 
reference into the Pipeline Regulation.

Th e new directive aims to have all 
pipeline technical publications and 
technical materials included in a 
single document for easy reference. 
With the release of  the directive, 
the ERCB has rescinded Directive 
022: Use of Bimodal High-Density 
Polyethylene Pipe in Oil and Gas 
Service and IL 2002-02: Strength 
and Leak Pressure Testing of Pipelines 
Using Gaseous Test Media.

However, information related 
to pipelines will continue to be 
found in other ERCB documents 
that address specifi c subjects such 
as measurement, noise, applications, 
environmental considerations, set-
backs, and emergency preparedness, 
which cannot be incorporated into 
the pipeline-specifi c document. 

Directive 077 was developed using 
a two-part concept. Part A includes 
new requirements for corrosion
barriers under pipeline insulation, 
cathodic protection of risers and 
underground couplers, and overpres-
sure protection for pipelines con-
nected to artifi cial lift equipment. 
Part B contains reference tools, with 
information on specifi c topics but 
no new requirements. 

Directive 077 is available on the 
ERCB Web site www.ercb.ca under 
Industry Zone : Rules, Regulations, 
and Requirements.

lberta is set apart from most 
anywhere else in the world 

by the abundance of its energy 
resources, which include conven-
tional resources such as coal, oil, 
and natural gas, and unconventional 
such as coalbed methane, oil sands, 
and unconventional gas. 

While educating Albertans about 
energy resource development is 
a collective challenge, recently 
there has been a move to develop 
a collective approach to enhancing 
Albertan’s energy literacy under 
leadership of the Alberta Energy.

Energy literacy intends to provide 
a base understanding by Albertans 
about:

energy resources available to • 
the province; 
social, economic, and environmen-• 
tal impacts of their development; 
distribution and use of these • 
resources; 
the options available to manage • 
and mitigate impacts; and 
the potential future directions • 
Alberta and Albertans can take for 
energy development, distribution, 
use, and conservation. 

Th e ERCB is participating in this
approach, with ERCB Field Opera-
tions Leader Greg Gilbertson serving 
a second one-year appointment to 
the Minister of Energy’s Advisory 
Committee on Energy Literacy.

Th is initiative is well underway. 
Two provincial energy literacy multi-
stakeholder conferences have been 
held—the most recent took place in 
March—and a working group is now 
involved in developing the next steps. 

Th e fundamental goal of energy 
literacy is to develop a cross–sector 
commitment to enhancing Albertans’ 
awareness, understanding, and 
capacity to participate in the prov-
ince’s potential for future energy 
resource development. Th is commit-
ment is outlined in the Provincial 
Energy Strategy as recognizing a 
need to strengthen knowledge 
and awareness of energy issues 
for Albertans.
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ith Alberta’s agriculture sector 
heading into its busy season, 

the ERCB reminds farmers to take
care when working around oil and 
gas installations.

As is the case when working around 
power lines, farming around oil and 
gas facilities requires extra attention 
to protect everyone involved. 

ERCB regulations require companies 
to clearly mark oil and gas facilities 
with fl ags, fences, or cement barriers. 
However, it is important that farmers 
be mindful of the location of wellheads 
and pipeline risers and make working 
safely around oil and gas equipment 
a priority.

Th e ERCB notes that exercising cau-
tion when operating farm machinery 
around oil and gas equipment can 
prevent incidents such as explosions, 
fi res, or a sour gas release. Such in-
cidents can result in serious injury, 
harm to the environment, evacuation 
of residential areas, and costs to repair 
facilities and farming equipment.

Energy companies are required to have 
emergency response plans in the event 
damage does occur. However, the best 
way to deal with an emergency is to 
prevent it from happening to 
begin with.

If surface oil and gas equipment is hit, 
work should be stopped immediately 
and the oil and gas company notifi ed 
at once. If a farmer is unsure of the 
company’s name, the local ERCB Field 
Centre should be contacted. (Field 
Centre emergency numbers, listed on 
the back of this publication, can be 
reached 24 hours a day and toll free 
by fi rst dialling 310-000 and then 
entering the number).

Caution needed when working around

oil and gas facilities

ENFORM SAFETY
PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT

June 17-18, 2010 
Nisku
Enform Safety and Training Campus

This two-day course is designed to
enhance the skills of management, 
supervisors, safety professionals, 
and those responsible for the 
development and/or implementation 
of safety programs.

For more information call Debbie
Arndt at 403-769-9207 or by email at 
darndt@enform.ca. The Web site is 
www.enform.ca.

This event is not sponsored by or 
affi liated with the ERCB.

FOLLOW THE ERCB 
ELECTRONICALLY

You can receive ERCB daily fi les, 
news releases, bulletins, directives, 
and announcements right to your 
desktop using RSS. The ERCB 
can also be found on Twitter at 
twitter.com/ERCB_AB.

Visit www.ercb.ca and click on the RSS 
and Twitter icons for more information on 
both of these options.

Across the Board is published by the Energy

Resources Conservation Board (ERCB). Information in 

this publication may be reproduced or quoted

without permission as long as the ERCB is credited.

Contact Across the Board
Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard@ercb.

ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to 

update your subscription contact information. All issues 

are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Please send your comments and suggestions to

<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)

E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4

Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)

Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices@ercb.ca>

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

ERCB Core Research Centre (CRC)
cores, cuttings, and tour reports
3545 Research Way NW

Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y7

Telephone: 403-297-6400

Fax: 403-297-5982

E-mail: crc.servicedesk@ercb.ca

Questions, complaints, problems?
For information or complaints about new or existing oil 

and gas developments and facilities, we recommend 

contacting the operating company fi rst. If the company 

does not respond appropriately, you may contact the 

nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)

Bonnyville 780-826-5352*

Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*

Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*

High Level 780-926-5399*

Medicine Hat 403-527-3385*

Midnapore 403-297-8303*

Red Deer 403-340-5454*

St. Albert 780-460-3800*

Wainwright 780-842-7570*

Fort McMurray Offi ce
Offi ce: 780-743-7214*

24-hour emergency: 780-881-1283*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000 

and enter the phone number, including area code, or 

press zero for a RITE operator.

Across the Board Advisory Committee
Bob Curran, Tristan Goodman, Robin King,

Cal Hill, Davis Sheremata, Barbara Kapel Holden

Editor: John Ludwick

ABOUT THE ERCB

The Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (ERCB) is an independent,
quasi-judicial agency of the Government 
of Alberta. We regulate the safe,
responsible, and effi cient development 
of Alberta’s energy resources: oil, natural 
gas, oil sands, coal, and pipelines. 

UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1551460 Total E&P Canada Ltd. Application for a bitumen upgader and
associated infrastructure, Strathcona County

Hearing Date: Jun 1 – 11, Lakeview Inn & Suites, 10115–88 Avenue, Fort Saskatchewan AB

1616349 Williams Energy Canada Inc. Application to construct a pipeline to transport
HVP product (0.025% H2S) from Williams’
Liquids extraction plant to Williams’ Redwater
Olefi ns fractionation plant

Hearing Date: Jun 8 – 11, Coast Edmonton East Hotel, 2100 Premier Way, Sherwood Park AB

1623169 West Energy Ltd. Application for an oil well (21.15% H2S), 
Pembina Field

Hearing Date: Jun 22 – 25, Lakeview Inn & Suites, 4302–50th Street, Drayton Valley AB

1614815  1614818 
1646029  1646043 
1646044  1646033 
1646038  1646040 
1646041

Pembina Pipeline Corp. Applications for two LVP pipelines and
amendment applications (0% H2S)

Hearing Date: Jul 6 – 9, Sawridge Inn & Conference Centre, 1200 Main Street South, Slave Lake AB

May 2010

PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1623557 West Energy Ltd. Application to drill a directional crude oil well 
(21.2% H2S), Pembina Field

1632087  1577870 
1577877

Grizzly Resources Ltd. Review under Sections 39 and 40 of two oil wells 
(16% H2S), Pembina Field

(continued on page 2)

W


