


RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

DEcIsIONS

January 27: Decision 2009-011:
EnCana Corporation Applications
for Two Pipeline Licences,

Twining Field

January 27: EUB Decision 2009-
008: Report of the Joint Review
Panel EnCana Shall Gas Infill
Development Project Canadian
Forces Base Suffield National
Wildlife Area, Alberta (CEAA
Reference No. 05-07-15620)

January 27: Decision 2009-003:
Tournament Exploration Ltd.

Application for Special Oil Well
Spacing, Gilby Field

January 13: Decision 2009-001
+ Errata: ConocoPhillips Canada
(BRC) Ltd. Applications for Two
Well Licences, Pembina Field

BULLETINS

January 22: Sustainable Resource
Development Wildfire Information
Bulletin for 2009: Information on
current wildfire prevention.

January 13: Bulletin 2009-01:
2009 Orphan Levy

NGL inquiry decision released

The ERCB’s predecessor, the Alberta
Energy and Utilities Board (EUB),
has issued a decision following an
EUB-initiated inquiry that reviewed
the conventions, practices, and tariff
provisions of natural gas liquids
(NGLs) extraction from common-
stream natural gas transported on
Alberta-regulated gas transmission
pipelines.

The decision addressed three main
issues: the exiting NGL extraction
rights conventions and tariff provi-
sions, ongoing regulatory policy
regarding lean-gas streaming, and
ongoing regulatory policy regarding
co-streaming and side-streaming.

After extensive written and oral
proceedings in 2008, the EUB made
the following recommendations:

* The current convention on
the NOVA Gas Transmission
Limited (NGTL) system, whereby
natural gas export delivery shippers
have the ability to sell extraction
rights to NGLs entrained within

the common-stream, be replaced
within three years by the next
receipt-point convention proposed
by NGTL, which would provide
producers/receipt shippers plac-
ing gas on the NGTL system with
NGL extraction rights;

* 'The current tariff provisions on
ATCO Pipelines and AltaGas Util-
ities dealing with extraction rights
should be reconsidered through a

stakeholder consultation process;

* Gas transmission pipeline projects
that would preferentially stream
lean gas (low NGL content) to
Alberta markets and richer gas
to export-point NGL extraction
plants should be assessed on an
individual project basis and the
concept should be considered
through an industry collaborative
process; and

* Co-streaming and side-streaming
projects for processing of com-
mon stream gas at Alberta field gas
plants should be considered on a
case-by-case basis.

December 24: Bulletin 2008-
50: Processing of Applications for
Coalbed Methane Development

NEws RELEASES

January 20: NR 2009-01: ERCB
Approves Petro-Canada Upgrader
Project with Conditions (Company
must meet 13 ERCB-imposed
conditions)

December 17: NR 2008-32:
ERCB Releases Directive on
Oil Sands Inspections

This decision was issued by the EUB,
which retains its full authority to
issue decisions and permits for
proceedings that were initiated under
its jurisdiction prior to 2008.

The Alberta Utilities Commission
is responsible for Alberta regulated
pipelines and related tariff matters
that would include future inclusion
of receipt point convention into
tariffs and matters related to lean
gas streaming.

The ERCB is responsible for
co-streaming and side-streaming
conversions at gas plants and
approvals for straddle plants.



ERCB releases major
directives (continued from page 1)

technologies, they have not met the
targets set out in their applications.
As a result, the inventories of fluid
tailings that require long-term
containment have grown.

The term “tailings” is used to
describe waste from oil sands
extraction processes. This waste is
generally composed of water, sands,
silt, clay, and residual bitumen.

The tailings directive is the second
major piece of oil sands regulation
issued recently. In December,

the ERCB issued Directive 073:
Requirements for Inspection and
Compliance of Oil Sands Mining and
Processing Plant Operations in the Oil
Sands Mining Area.

The directive details ERCB
regulatory requirements that
operators of oil sands mining and
processing plant operations must
follow, as well as the expectations of
ERCB field inspectors. It serves as a
manual for field staff to follow during
inspections to ensure that inspections
are conducted consistently, while
providing a guide to industry for
what to expect during and following
an inspection. The requirements in
the directive became effective upon
its release.

The ERCB has more than tripled the
number of inspections conducted
this year at mineable oil sands
facilities from the 18 inspections
carried out in 2007. Each inspection
and incident response can take
several days to complete.

The ERCB believes that compliance
in meeting or exceeding regulations
is the responsibility of the energy
industry and expects that companies
understand the requirements and
have the infrastructure in place to
ensure compliance.

A bit of ERCB in Canada’s

gold medal win

It’s not widely known, but the
ERCB has a direct connection

to Canada’s gold medal-winning
national junior hockey team. And
while Board Member Mike Bruni
didn’t lace up the blades at the 2009
World Junior Championship held in
Ottawa over the holidays, he played
an important role.

When not carrying out his duties

on the ERCB Board, Bruni is a Vice
Chair and an Officer with Hockey
Canada and responsible for its junior
program. He’s been an Officer with
Hockey Canada for six years, but his
association with minor hockey dates
back further when he was President
of Hockey Alberta and before that
was with Minor Hockey Association
of Calgary.

“Im not really a ‘hockey guy’ per
se, 'm more of a hockey fan,” Bruni
says. “Everyone gets involved in
something when their children get
involved. And that’s how I got into
local minor hockey.”

Bruni and his family were in Ottawa
for the entire junior tournament that
brought the best under-20 players
together from around the world. He
said that although he’s travelled to
other world championships in the
past—he got to hand out the gold
medals to the Canadian players in
last year’s tournament in Prague—
this year was particularly memorable.

For one thing, it afforded him the
opportunity to get to know head
coach and hockey legend Pat Quinn,
who Mike calls a “tremendous and
special Canadian.” He also met Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, who visited
the team’s dressing room to chat with
the Canadian players, as well as

Ottawa Senators owner Eugene
Melnyk and other well-known
Canadians.

And then, of course, there was the
action on the ice, especially the semi-
final game between Canada and Rus-
sia. Bruni was standing near ice level
with Ottawa Mayor Larry O’Brien,
ready to give out the award to the
game’s MVP. With the Canadians
down by a goal and time running
off the clock, the Russians iced the
puck, forcing a faceoff in their end.
Then with just 10 seconds remaining,
Canada potted the equalizer.

“When they scored, you can't believe
it because it was just pandemonium
in that arena. The mayor and I were
hugging each other, we were just
ecstatic,” he says.

Canada eventually beat the Russians
in the shoot-out before going on to
topple the Swedes 5-1 in the final to
win gold.

Bruni says his is just one story of vol-
unteerism at the ERCB, noting that
many employees are very active in
their communities. He believes it is
important that the ERCB encourages
all types of community involvement.

“Community involvement is
something that makes us whole and
brings the team together, and the
skills you gain through it—leadership
skills and just learning to deal with
people on a different basis—are
priceless.”



UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No.
1576629

Hearing Date:

Applicant

Canadian Natural Resources Ltd.

Hearing Purpose

Application to include a gas well in
the U,U Pool, Kirby Field

Jan 29 — Feb 3, Five Calgary Downtown, 618 — 5 Ave. SW,

ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

1584140

Hearing Date:

Omers Energy Inc.

Review requested by Montane Resources
Ltd. on two gas well licences (0% H»S)
held by OMERS Energy Inc., Warwick Field

Feb 10 — 12, Hyatt Hotel & Conference Centre, 700 Centre St. SE, Calgary AB

1576494

Hearing Date:

Bonus Energy Ltd.

Application for a gas well (0% H,S),
Greencourt Field

Feb 17 — 18, Barrhead Neighbourhood Inn, Highway 33, 61 Ave., Barrhead AB

1508351 1508544
1508545 1508546
1508547

Hearing Date:

Encana Corporation

Application for five gas wells (0% H,S),
Suffield Field

Feb 18 — 27, ERCB Office Calgary, Govier Hall

1547037

Hearing Date:

PENDING

Application No.
1552791

West Energy Ltd.

Application for a well (16.02% H,S),
Pembina Field

Mar 10 — 27, Tomahawk & District AgraCentre, 51122 Secondary Highway 759,

Tomahawk AB

ERCB DECISIONS

Applicant
Tykewest Ltd.

Hearing Purpose

Application for a common carrier, Knopcik Field

1462821 1457452
1462817 1451117
1509981

Bearspaw Petroleum Ltd.

Applications for two wells and two pipelines (one
natural gas & one oil effluent). Three alternative
pipeline routes, Crossfield Field

1593351

Artek Exploration

Review request by Sandra & ERCB Jake Klassen
on an Artek Exploration well licence (0.02% H,S),
Clayhurst Field

1523329

Nexxtep Resources Ltd.

Application to redesignate the Lower Mannville
C pool as the Jurassic Rock Creek Member,
Wilson Creek

1553726

CCS Inc.

Review of a Class Il disposal scheme back to a
Class 1B waste disposal scheme, Brazeau River

1548019

Canyon Oil & Gas Corporation

Application to re-enter an abandoned well to
produce natural gas (0% H»S), Pembina Field
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Across the Board subscriptions

Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard @ercb.
ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to
update your subscription contact information. All issues
are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Tell us how we’re doing
Please send your comments and suggestions to
<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)
E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor
Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4
Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)
Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices @ ercb.ca>
ERCB Web site: <www.ercb.ca>

Information Services sales and pickup counter service
is open weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Phone
orders may be placed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Please note that most documents may be viewed at
Information Services or on our Web site for free, but
there are fees for a paper copy of many publications.

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
Information Sales

4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

Questions, complaints, problems?

For information or complaints about new or existing oil
and gas developments and facilities, we recommend
contacting the operating company first. If the company
does not respond appropriately, you may contact the
nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)
Bonnyville 780-826-5352*
Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*
Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*
Fort McMurray 780-743-7214*

High Level 780-926-5399*
Medicine Hat  403-527-3385*
Midnapore 403-297-8303*
Red Deer 403-340-5454*
St. Albert 780-460-3800*
Wainwright 780-842-7570*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000
and enter the phone number, including area code, or
press zero for a RITE operator.
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