


the growing importance of water and 
the water volumes needed for in situ 
thermal operations are becoming a 
signifi cant public issue in Alberta 
and across the country,” said ERCB 
Chairman Dan McFadyen. “Th is 
draft directive provides clear and 
comprehensive requirements specifi c 
to thermal in situ projects, which 
are achievable by industry using 
current technology.” 

Rob Renner, Minister of the 
Environment, called water 
management “critical.”

“Albertans expect us to ensure 
the environment is protected and 
that we are developing the oil 
sands responsibly. Th is directive is 
another key step in meeting those 
expectations,” he said.

Th e draft directive represents one step 
towards achieving a provincial target 
of a 30 per cent improvement in 
water effi  ciency and productivity 
from 2005 levels by 2015, as set out 

in the government’s Water for Life:
Alberta’s Strategy for Sustainability. 
Th e Water for Life strategy includes 
the development of water conservation 
and productivity plans, as well as 
setting targets to improve effi  ciency 
for all water-use sectors. 

Th is draft directive is being issued 
jointly by the ERCB and AENV 

because of the interdependence of 
regulatory responsibilities for water 
management practices at thermal 
in situ oil sands operations. It will 
replace Informational Letter (IL) 
89-05: Water Recycle Guidelines and 
Water Use Information—Reporting for 

In Situ Oil Sands Facilities in Alberta, 
which was cosigned by the ERCB and 
AENV in 1989. 

Th e ERCB and AENV invite feedback 
on the draft directive until April 1, 
2009; all comments received by that 
date will be considered when the 
document is fi nalized. It can be found 
on the ERCB Web site at www.ercb.ca 

and on the AENV Web site at www.
environment.alberta.ca. Comments 
and questions may be forwarded to 
the ERCB and AENV via e-mail 
to thermalinsitu@ercb.ca, to the 
attention of Tom Keelan, ERCB, 
and Sarah Moody, AENV.

DECISIONS

March 3: Decision 2009-025: West 
Energy Ltd. - Application for a Well 
Licence Pembina Field (Application 
No. 1547037)

February 24: Decision 2009-
024: Canadian Natural Resources 
Limited Pool Delineation and Gas 
Shut-In Application Kirby 00/12-
28-73-8W4M Athabasca Wabiskaw 
McMurray (Application No. 
1576629)

February 17: Decision 2009-022: 
ARC Resources Ltd. Applications 

for Two Pipeline Licences Pembina 
Field (Applications 1579701 and 
1579704)

BULLETINS

February 25: Invitation for Feedback 
on Draft Revised Edition of Direc-
tive 027: Shallow Fracturing Opera-
tions-Restricted Operations

NEWS RELEASES

February 4: (NR2009-05): 
EUB Issues Natural Gas Liquids 
Inquiry Decision

DIRECTIVES

February 25: Directive 027: 
Shallow Fracturing Operations-
Restricted Operations

February 18: Draft Directive: Re-
quirements for Water Measurement, 
Reporting, and Use for Th ermal In 
Situ Oil Sands Schemes

February 3: Directive 074: Tailings 
Performance Criteria and Require-
ments for Oil Sands Mining Schemes

RECENT ERCB PUBLICATIONS

Th e ERCB has issued a draft directive 
that seeks to protect water bodies 
on both public and private lands, as 
well as establish setback distances to 
separate water bodies from oil and 
gas developments.

Th e goal of the directive, entitled 
Oil and Gas Development Within or 
Proximal to Water Bodies, is to avoid 
disturbing water bodies and to ensure 
that appropriate measures are in 
place to protect them when oil and 
gas developments are undertaken. 

In some cases, the developments have 
occurred directly within water bodies 
and sometimes in association with 
nonpermanent, recurring wetlands 
or within fl oodplains of rivers and 
streams. Occasionally, industry 
has failed to identify these as water 
bodies and obtain the necessary 
approval from Alberta Environment 
(AENV) to construct in a water 
body. Varying annual precipitation 
levels can create challenges when 
assessing sites for the presence of 
water bodies, especially in a year that 
follows a number of dry years. 

Th e requirements set out in the draft 
directive were jointly developed 
by the ERCB, AENV, Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Development, 
and the Special Areas Board of 
Alberta Municipal Aff airs. Th e rules 
are designed to provide a consistent, 
fi eld-applicable methodology that 
can be used to identify and defi ne 
water bodies and to accurately 
determine whether new or existing 
oil and gas developments meet 
setback requirements. 

While it is preferred that companies 
avoid water bodies altogether, 
circumstances may arise where no 
other viable options exist. In these 
cases, development may proceed 
within or in proximity to a water 
body, provided that all required 
approvals are in place, the proposed 
lease site and surrounding area 
have been assessed for sensitivities, 
and plans to address identifi ed 
sensitivities have been developed and 
implemented.

 Although this directive focuses 
primarily on wells and facilities 

that require licensing, the direction 
provided on identifying and defi ning 
water bodies must also be applied 
to all ERCB-regulated facilities and 
activities that are required to be 
set back from water bodies. Th is 
includes oilfi eld waste management 
facilities and activities, drilling waste 
disposals, and material storage. 

Th e requirements in the draft 
directive do not apply to pipelines, 
which are covered under AENV’s 
Water (Ministerial) Regulation and 
the Code of Practice for Pipelines 
and Telecommunication Lines 
Crossing a Water Body. 

Stakeholders may provide feedback 
on the draft directive by visiting 
www.ercb.ca and going to Industry 
Zone : Rules, Regulations, and 
Requirements : Directives. Th e draft 
directive will remain posted on the 
ERCB Web site until March 20, 
2009, and feedback will be accepted 
until that date.

Draft directive targets water use in oil sands in situ projects (continued from page 1)

ERCB issues three major oil sands initiatives in three months

Draft directive aimed at protecting water bodies

Since December 2008, the ERCB 
has taken steps to signifi cantly 
strengthen regulatory requirements
in the oil sands.

December 17, 2008: Directive 073: 
Requirements for Inspection and 
Compliance of Oil Sands Mining 
and Processing Plant Operations 
in the Oil Sands Mining Area 

The directive serves as an updated 
manual for fi eld staff to follow during 
inspections to ensure that they are 
conducted in a consistent manner, as 
well as a guide to industry for what 
operators can expect during and 
following an inspection.

February 3, 2009: Directive 074: 
Tailings Performance Criteria 
and Requirements for Oil Sands 
Mining Schemes

The directive develops new industry-
wide criteria for managing oil sands 
tailings and specifi c enforcement 
actions if tailings performance targets 
are not met. It requires industry to 
prepare tailings plans and report on 
tailings ponds annually. Industry also 
must reduce the accumulation of fl uid 
tailings by capturing fi nes and placing 
them in a deposit that is traffi cable. The 
directive requires companies to specify 
dates for construction, use, and closure 
of fl uid tailings ponds.

February 18, 2009: Draft Directive 
2009-XX: Requirements for Water 
Measurement, Reporting, and Use for 
Thermal In Situ Oil Sands Schemes

The draft directive proposes new 
requirements for the measurement, 
reporting, and use of water in thermal 
in situ oil sands operations that are 
expected to save 35 million cubic 
metres (220.5 million barrels) of fresh 
water over the next 10 years.

“Th is draft directive provides clear and 
comprehensive requirements specifi c to thermal 
in situ projects, which are achievable by 
industry using current technology.”
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CERI 2009 OIL
CONFERENCE

April 5 – 7, 2009
Telus Convention Centre, Calgary

The 29th Annual Canadian Energy Re-
search Institute (CERI) Oil Conference 
will see experts address the important 
issues affecting global oil markets, which 
include falling oil demand and prices 
and the economy. The effects of these 
developments on Canada as a major 
conventional and oil sands supplier will 
also be examined.

For more information, contact 
Julie Staple at 403-220-2380 or by
email at jstaple@ceri.ca. 

This event is not sponsored by or affi liated

with the ERCB.

Across the Board is published by the Energy

Resources Conservation Board (ERCB). Information in 

this publication may be reproduced or quoted

without permission as long as the ERCB is credited.

Across the Board subscriptions
Call 403-297-8970 or e-mail <acrosstheboard@ercb.

ca> to receive Across the Board by e-mail or mail or to 

update your subscription contact information. All issues 

are also available on our Web site at <www.ercb.ca>.

Tell us how we’re doing
Please send your comments and suggestions to

<acrosstheboard@ercb.ca>

General inquiries
Telephone: 403-297-8311 (press 0)

E-mail: <inquiries@ercb.ca>

ERCB publications or data
640-5 Avenue SW, Main Floor

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3G4

Telephone: 403-297-8311* (press 2)

Fax: 403-297-7040

E-mail: <infoservices@ercb.ca>

ERCB Web site: <www.ercb.ca>

Information Services sales and pickup counter service 

is open weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Phone 

orders may be placed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Please note that most documents may be viewed at

Information Services or on our Web site for free, but 

there are fees for a paper copy of many publications.

Alberta Geological Survey (AGS)
documents on geological research
Information Sales

4th Floor, Twin Atria, 4999-98th Avenue

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3

Telephone: 780-422-1927*

Fax: 780-422-1918

E-mail: <AGS-Info@ercb.ca>

Web: <www.ags.gov.ab.ca>

Questions, complaints, problems?
For information or complaints about new or existing oil 

and gas developments and facilities, we recommend 

contacting the operating company fi rst. If the company 

does not respond appropriately, you may contact the 

nearest ERCB Field Centre.

ERCB Field Centres (24-hour service)

Bonnyville 780-826-5352*

Drayton Valley 780-542-5182*

Grande Prairie 780-538-5138*

Fort McMurray 780-743-7214*

High Level 780-926-5399*

Medicine Hat 403-527-3385*

Midnapore 403-297-8303*

Red Deer 403-340-5454*

St. Albert 780-460-3800*

Wainwright 780-842-7570*

*To call toll free from anywhere in Alberta, dial 310-0000 

and enter the phone number, including area code, or 

press zero for a RITE operator.

Across the Board Advisory Committee
Bob Curran, Tristan Goodman, Robin King,

Cal Hill, Davis Sheremata, Barbara Kapel Holden

Editor: John Ludwick

ABOUT THE ERCB

The Energy Resources Conservation 
Board (ERCB) is an independent,
quasi-judicial agency of the Government 
of Alberta. We regulate the safe,
responsible, and effi cient development 
of Alberta’s energy resources: oil, natural 
gas, oil sands, coal, and pipelines. 

UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARINGS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1508351 1508544 
1508545 1508546 
1508547

Encana Corporation Application for fi ve gas wells (0% H2S),
Suffi eld Field

Hearing Date: Feb 18 – Apr 9, ERCB Offi ce Calgary, Govier Hall

1572056 1572074 
1572089 1572149 
1572244 1572268

Encana Corporation Applications for 10 gas wells on two single well
pads and three multi well pads (0% H2S), 
Bantry Field

Hearing Date: Mar 11 – 12, Heritage Inn & Suites, 1239 - 2 St., Brooks AB

1601651 CrossAlta Gas Storage & 
Services Ltd.

Request for a shut in of wells in BQ A Pool, 
Crossfi eld East Field

Hearing Date: Apr 21 – 24, Best Western Port O’Call Inn, 1935 McKnight Blvd. NE, Calgary AB

1516336 Burlington Resources Canada Application for a pipeline to transport natural
gas (0% H2S), Bonanza Area

Hearing Date: Apr 28 – 30, Beaverlodge Community Centre, 1014 - 4 Ave, Beaverlodge AB

1604040 1574425 
1548356

Trilogy Blue Mountain Ltd. Applications for a gas well (2.57% H2S) and a
pipeline to transport natural gas, Pembina Field

Hearing Date: Apr 29 – May 9, Lakedell Agricultural Society Hall, Lakedell Road, Westerose AB

he ERCB and Alberta Environment 
(AENV) are proposing new 

requirements for the measurement, 
reporting, and use of water in thermal 
in situ oil sands operations that are 
expected to save 35 million cubic 
metres (220.5 million barrels) of fresh 
water over the next 10 years.

In February, the ERCB and AENV 
issued a draft directive entitled 
Requirements for Water Measurement, 
Reporting, and Use for Th ermal In Situ 
Oil Sands Schemes. Once enacted, it 
will govern thermal in situ oil sands 
operations in all oil sands areas. 

Th e proposed directive will require in 
situ operators to limit the use of fresh 
and brackish (saline) water resources. 
It will also require them to maximize 
produced water recycling, improve 
the measurement and reporting of all 
major water streams, minimize the 
disposal of water to improve water and 
energy effi  ciency, and reduce the risk of 
contamination to water resources. 

Currently industry uses about 14 
million cubic metres (88 million 
barrels) of fresh water per year.

“I believe we have a strong regulatory 
presence in the oil sands. However, 

Draft directive targets water use in oil 

sands in situ projects

T

March 2009

PENDING ERCB DECISIONS

Application No. Applicant Hearing Purpose

1553726 CCS Inc. Review of a Class II disposal scheme back to a 
Class 1B waste disposal scheme, Brazeau River

1548019 Canyon Oil & Gas Corporation Application to re-enter an abandoned well to 
produce natural gas (0% H2S), Pembina Field

1571005 Nexxtep Resources Ltd. Application for a pipeline to transport natural gas 
(0% H2S), Pincher Creek Field

(continued on page 3)

Join us.

Excellent work time balance: 
more time for you

Competitive salaries and
benefi ts designed to meet
your needs

Make an impact working
in the public interest

It’s time for a change.
Visit www.ercb.ca


